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Message from the Administrators 
Happy May! 
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It's an exciting time of the year and at Mack we're 
busy with a lot of special events, in addition to our 
regular learning schedule. We hope to see a lot of 
parents at our volunteer tea, our talent show, and our 
honor assemblies as we wrap up a great year. 
Additionally, we want to insure that all of our families 

have the chance to give us input on our programs and priorities as a school and as a 
district. Please take a few minutes to complete this year's parent survey at            
http:// ccsd.net/district/surveys. Your feedback is important to us! Also, please be 
sure you take the time to register your child(ren) for school next year. All registration 
is done online now, and you can complete registration from the comfort of your own 
home through the Parent Portal. Please access our school website at 
macksites.weebly.com for registration directions. Thank you for your dedication to our 
school and your child(ren)'s learning this year! It has been an honor to work with the 
Nate Mack community this year! 

 
Mrs. Heavey & Mrs. Epperson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Clark County School District 

http://www.schooldigger.com/go/CO/district/04350/search.aspx
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Mountain Lion of the Month 
We would like to acknowledge our April Mountain Lion of the Month winners. 
Students who exemplify the Life Skills are chosen by their classroom teachers 
and/or peers to represent their class for this monthly incentive.  A shout out to 
McDonalds located on Green Valley Parkway for providing lunches for our 
monthly winners! You can show your appreciation by patronizing this location. 
Congratulations to the following students for the month of April: 

 

Mrs. Andersen: Shaylee Cooley 
Ms. Delzeit: Myla Woolf 
Mrs. Giunta/Lederer: Payton Colbrook 
Mrs. Gould: Vahafolau Esikia 

 
Mrs. Baugh: Michael Grubich 
Mrs. Cooke: Maliah Reid 
Mrs. Reifenheiser: Jamya Burgess 
Mrs. Swank: Derek Alfonso-Pardo 
Mrs. Swatch: Alexandria Sundstrom 

 
Mrs. Austin: AJ McAfee 
Mrs. Chumakov: Riley Hudson 
Mr. Garretson: Aaron Jenkins 
Mrs. Musa: Nicole Stanhope 
Mrs. Peña: Cristalina Acosta 

 
Mrs. Haney: Shannon Carr 
Ms. Juliano: Kole Jacobs 
Mrs. LoBue: Nikolas Davison 
Mrs. Wright: Eliah Nelson 

 
Mr. Hayden: Charlotte Colley 
Mrs. Hinton: Elise Steffenson 
Mrs. Rozgay-Miller: 
Maria Aleasha Matew 
Jocelyn Guzman (March) 

 
Mrs. Castleberry: Kody Dodd 
Mrs. Colbrook: Taylor Barton 
Mrs. Marsh: Ryan Rodriguez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Absent Absent 

 
 
 
 

Absent 
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Kinder Corner 
Social Studies and Science 
In science, students will learn about plants, nutrition and health this month. Kinder 
students will learn about money in our economics unit and injury prevention. 

Reading 
As we wrap up this kindergarten school year, please spend time with your child at 
home learning kindergarten sight words; if your child does not already know them. 
Learning these sight words will help your child become a more proficient reader 
and writer.  If you child knows the kinder sight words, spend time at home reading 
books together. 

Upcoming Events 
All kindergarten students will be taking reading and math Discovery Education 
assessments. Thanks for a great year together! 

Math 
Students will complete the geometry in math this month. We have been comparing 
2 and 3 dimensional shapes by vertices and sides. 

Writing 
Students will participate in a variety of writing experiences this last month of 
school.  We will revisit the writing standards already taught this year. 
Kindergarten students will write stories with a topic sentence, 2-3 detailed 
sentences and a concluding sentence. 

 
First Grade News 
The first grade classes are busy 
writing informative writings on 
household pets. Students chose an 
ideal pet that they would like to have 
and are researching information on 
the pet’s food choice, habitat, 
mannerisms and other 
characteristics. Students will also be 
writing their opinion on why their pet would make a great pet in the future. Students 
are also exploring plants, and now, animals. Each first grade class recently grew 
terrariums made up of wheat, rye grass, and alfalfa. The classes added pill bugs in 
the terrariums, which served as a habitat for the students to observe. For math, we 
just finished up time and geometry. Next, we will focus on place value and adding 
and subtracting within 100. For the month of May, the first grade team will be 
hosting the “Snack Shack.” We will be selling three different sizes of popsicles after 
school on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays so come on over and cool 
off with a popsicle.  Just as a reminder, please have your child read to you every day. 
It is also important to arrive to school on time every day. 

 
First Grade Team 
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Second Grade News 
The second grade team is excited about the upcoming Insect Show on May 20th at 
6:00 p.m. We will be performing songs and interesting facts about insects. This is 
our culminating activity for our bug unit. We hope everyone can come! 
Now that the year is winding down, second grade will be completing several end of 
The year assessments and projects. Please assist us by making sure your child 
comes to school every day well rested and ready to work.  Even though it is the last 
month of school, it will be a busy one. During the summer break, remember 
continued practice is key to retaining learned information.  Have your child pick up 
a book, write in a journal, or do some math practice. This will fight boredom, as 
well as, sharpen your skills for the next school year! 

Third Grade News 
Third Grade has been engaged in learning all about the Structures of Life. We 
started this unit by searching and examining seeds and then moved on to comparing 
and contrasting different types of seeds. We then placed our seeds in sprouters to 
observe them as they germinated, then moved them into the hydroponics container 
for the next 5 weeks to watch them GROW, GROW, GROW! As they continue 
through their life-cycle, we will collect data, but have moved on to investigating the 
structures of other life. We are presently busy learning all about the Skeletal System 
of humans, and will be dissecting owl pellets. We will end the year with the third 
grade tradition of learning all we can about the structures and behaviors of crayfish. 
Our new “friends” will be arriving soon! 

Fourth Grade News 
In science this month, we just finished our Electricity and Magnetism standard. We 
are now focusing on Structures of Life, which encompasses cell structures, animal 
growth and adaptation. 

In reading, the students are studying Nevada History as part of the social studies 
curriculum.  They will then write an opinion piece about a historical event that took 
place in Nevada and decide if they agree or disagree with evidence from various 
reading materials. 

 
In math, the students just finished working on line plots and fractions. They are 
beginning to work on decimal place value and comparing decimals. 

 
Fourth grade is continuing to review and testing for the Discovery Education and 
AIMSweb tests. 

Fifth Grade News 
Fifth grade is gearing up for its busiest month: May! We are looking forward to the 
entire class attending the Track Meet on May 15. It is one of the most fun events 
we'll share this year, and the student athletes and cheering section are ready. Fifth 
grade had an amazing trip to SeaWorld. Students were excited to share the 
overnight adventure with their peers and parent chaperones. 

 
 

We did not participate in SBAC testing due to technical difficulties, but we'll soon 
be taking our last Discovery Education assessment. This will give everyone a good 
look at the huge amount of growth that the students have made this year. 
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Resource Room News 
As always, students in the resource programs are 
working on a combination of their IEP goals and 
Common Core Standards. Please note IEP progress 
reports will be attached to your child's report card and 
sent home at the end of the 2014-2015 school year. 

Primary Resource 
Working With Your Child During Summer Break 
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Working with your child for a small amount of time each day (or whenever you can) 
will help them retain skills, strategies, and concepts they have learned at school. 
Some students regress over longer breaks from school. Working with your child at 
home can be helpful in trying to avoid a large regression or loss of information that 
would affect the progress they've made over the course of the school year. 

Reading 
Explore Books! - Give your child an opportunity to explore books. Visiting a local 
library or bookstore gives your child a chance to find topics and books that interest 
them. 

 
Read, Read, Read! - Make sure to read for at least 30 minutes per day. Children can 
read independently, aloud to an adult, or back and forth with a partner. 

 
Make it Fun! - Reading shouldn't be a chore. Intentionally read with your child and 
discuss books but also research topics and do book activities together. 

 
Be an Example! - Children learn by example, so let your child see you read whether 
it be a book, newspaper, cookbook, etc. 

 
Check next month's newsletter for more ways you can work with your child over 
summer. 

Intermediate Resource News and Reminders: 
Resource Homework will be due on May 21, 2015. 

 
All students are expected to read a minimum of 20 minutes per day, every day. 

 
Lots of special activities are planned for May. Be sure to check with your child's 
General Education teacher or on the Mack site for dates. 

 
We will be putting together a recipe book. Please help your child with finding his/ 
her favorite recipe to be shared with classmates. 

 
Thank you! 

 
Mrs. Cowley & Ms. Lopez 
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Room 20 News 
Where has the year gone? It is almost time for summer vacation. 
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Last month we had the great pleasure of taking part in the CCSD Special Olympics 
Unified Track and Field meet. Our Nate Mack Team was represented by 28 first thru 
fifth graders. Great fun was had by all though it was very hot that day. Alexander 
Dashiell-Vogt did a wonderful job of reciting the Special Olympics oath during the 
opening ceremony. 

 
As many of you know we welcomed two new guinea pigs to our room, Giunda and 
Nishy, in January. Last month they surprised us with three new bundles of joy. Our 
class pets have given us a great opportunity to learn about responsibility, caring and 
sharing of pets.  Anyone wishing to join in on the action and adopt a pair of guinea 
pigs please feel free to contact me. 

 
Each month our class has a theme which all content is tied to. In April our theme 
was:  Geography – It Comes from Earth. We focused on a study of Earth's natural 
resources and how they are used. May’s theme is: Life Science – Plants We Eat. We 
will be focusing on the study of plants as food people eat. The students enjoy 
activities which cross all content areas while united by a central theme. 

 
Ms. Kanwhen 
Mrs. Classon 
Ms. Aronsky 

Art News 
Last month’s Steam Theme: Diaramas and Stop Animation 

• Steam Clubbers with assistance from Mrs. Juliano and I, made shoe box 
diaramas and used small toys and IPads to show an animated storyline. 

• This month’s Theme is: Ceramics/ Pottery 

This Month’s Theme in art is Multicultural/ Weaving 
K: Kokopelli, fables, legends, Raven and Crow 
1st: Navajo Blankets/ rugs, symmetry and geometric shapes 
2nd: Mandalas, Radial Symmetry, geometric design 
3rd: Paper Plate Circle Weaving, functional, craft, spring theme, Haiku poems 
4th: Weaving on a cardboard loom, bracelets, bookmarks, functional, patterns 
5th: Ceramic Dragons, Eastern vs Western Dragons, clay rules 
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Newsflash from the Library 
May 15th is the LAST day for AR quiz taking. The AR Medals will be awarded 
during the school Award Assemblies held the last week of school in the MPR. 

 
The following grade level points to earn the AR Medal are as follows: 
Kindergarten – 15 
1st grade – 30 
2nd grade – 50 
3rd grade – 75 
4th grade – 150 
5th grade – 200 

Mrs. Overlien 
 

"Take Note" 
Recorders are still for sale for any third, 
fourth, or fifth grade student for $7.00. 
Please turn in money to Lynn in the front 
office and I will happily engrave the 
recorder for your student. 

 
Fifth graders are encouraged to keep testing for recorder belts to try for the black belt 
before promotion to receive a special music award at the promotion ceremony. 

 
Second grade is practicing diligently to present their "Bug" program this month. 
Please stay tuned for more information coming about the performance. The show will 
be quite squirmy and fun! 

 
Keep making music! 
Miss Minger 

 
 

PE News 
It’s crunch time! All grades will be finishing up end of the year fitness testing! 
We’ll still make time to play some fun PE games though 

5th Grade will be quite busy! We will be getting ready to compete in the Knight 
Invitational at Valley High School on May 15th.  Students will be competing to earn 
points in field events such as discus, javelin, running jump, standing jump, softball 
throw, punting, & football throw. They will also earn points for various running 
relays & dashes.  5th graders will be able to learn good sportsmanship and teamwork 
while still having a great time! 

5th Grade, mark your calendars!  On Thursday, June 4th will be the annual 5th Grade 
versus Nate Mack Staff Kickball game! What a great way to end the school year! 

 
Coach Spencer and Ms. Leah 
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Nate Mack Recycling Company 
“Where EVERY Day is Earth Day!” 
3rd Grade GATE 

We recycle: 

• plastic bottles 

• aluminum cans 

• newspapers 

• magazines 

• cardboard 

• e-waste (old laptops, cell phones, digital cameras, etc.) 

Open Dailey 
No Glass Please! 
20 recyclables = 1 MM 
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Reminder: Please have bags CLEARLY labeled with student’s name and teacher’s 
name to receive class credit and Mack Money. 

N.M.R.C. Recycling Contest 
Congratulations April Winners! 

 

Pre-K 
Kinder 

Ms. Horne 
Mrs. Gould 

230 recyclables 
2,170 recyclables* 

1st Grade 
2nd Grade 
3rd Grade 
4th Grade 
5th Grade 

Ms. Swank 
Mrs. Austin 
Mrs. LoBue 
Mrs. Hinton 
Mrs. Castleberry 

860 recyclables 
675 recyclables 
710 recyclables 

1,390 recyclables* 
325 recyclables 

Spec. Ed. Ms. Kanwhen 240 recyclables 

** entered into the year-end pizza party drawing! 
Monthly Prizes: 
1st Place 20 MM Class Check 
2nd Place 15 MM Class Check 
3rd Place 10 MM Class Check 

TOP recycling class will earn a year-end class pizza party! 
Total School Recycling to date: 62,565 recyclables! 
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Nate Mack Pony Express 
“The Mail MUST Go Through!” 
4th Grade GATE 
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Writing supplies for Sale: 
Envelopes 2MM 
Stationary 2MM 
Pencils 1MM 
Erasers 1&2MM 
Stamps 1MM 

Open Dailey 
Students, teachers, parents, and staff are encouraged to use the Nate Mack Pony 
Express! 
Supplies are on sale at the Nate Mack Pony Express Home Station, located in 
room 38. 
Donations of writing supplies are greatly appreciated! 
The Nate Mack Pony Express Riders working at the Home Station, selling mail 
supplies to customers 

The Nate Mack Pony Express Most Mail Contest 
Congratulations April Winners! 

1st Place Mrs. Musa 37 letters 
2nd Place Mrs. Austin 29 letters 
3rd Place Mr. Garretson 22 letters 

Monthly Prizes: 
1st Place 20 MM Class Check 
2nd Place 15 MM Class Check 
3rd Place 10 MM Class Check 

TOP letter-writing class will earn a year-end class pizza party! 
Total School Mail to date: 2,082 letters 

Please note: The Nate Mack Pony Express CLOSES for the year on Friday, May 29th
 



 

MAY 2015 Nate Mack Elementary Newsletter 

Mountain Lion Monthly 
“A Paragraph a Day Keeps the Critics Away” 
5th Grade GATE 
Mountain Lion Monthly Editions: 
Back to School Edition ’14 Published! 
Holiday Edition ’14 Published! 
Valentine Edition ’15 Published! 
Spring Edition ’15 Published! 
Summer Edition ’15 June 1st
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Would you like to submit an ad or do you have a story that needs to be covered? 
Then come see a member of the news staff in the Mountain Lion Monthly Newsroom 
(room 38). Deadline for all submissions for the for all submissions for the Summer 
Edition ’15 is May 22nd. 

We are currently looking for sponsors/advertisers for our Spring Edition ’15. Please 
contact Mrs. Bichsel at PLB428@interact.ccsd.net or (702) 799-7760 ext. 4088 or a 
Mountain Lion Monthly staff member. 

RECYCLE MART 
“a recycled product group business” 
3rd and 4th Grade GATE 

Grand Finale 
Wednesday, June 3rd

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a sample of products for sale at the Grand Finale! 

mailto:PLB428@interact.ccsd.net
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Nate Mack Student Council 
Mrs. Bichsel, Mrs. Marsh and Mrs. 
Reifenheiser, Advisors 

 
Nate Mack Student Council meetings 
Officers: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
Class Representatives: every 3rd 

Wednesday 
 

RECYCLING BIN Program 
Every 1st and 3rd Fridays—ALL Officers 
and Reps 
May 6th NO Student Council Meeting (Sea World trip) 
May 20th LAST Student Council Meeting and PARTY!! 

GATE Happenings 
Mrs. Bichsel 
www.teacherweb.com/NV/NateMackES/BichselsBrainiacs 
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LAST Being-there Experiences for 2014-2015 
3rd Grade GATE 
Friday, May 22nd “Grandfriends” and GREEN Home Tour Field Tri 
Monday-Tuesday, June 1st-2nd “CAMPING the CANYON” Field Trip 

4th Grade GATE 

Monday-Tuesday, June 1st-2nd “CAMPING the CANYON” Field Trip 

http://www.teacherweb.com/NV/NateMackES/BichselsBrainiacs
http://www.teacherweb.com/NV/NateMackES/BichselsBrainiacs
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Nate Mack Spirit Squad 
Mrs. Bichsel, Cheer Coach 
Mrs. Colbrook, Dance Coach 

 
New: Competition Practice Schedule 
Every: Monday and Wednesday, 2:15-4:00 pm MP Room 
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Announcing: Name Our Mascot Contest! 

• The Mountain Lion is our mascot but what is 
his/her name? 

• Drop off your submission to Mrs. Bichsel, 
room 38, today! 

The winner will have his/her picture taken with 
our Mountain Lion mascot, earn a 20MM check 
and be forever remembered as naming our 
well-loved mascot! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heritage Day Parade, downtown Henderson, April 18th
 

Upcoming Performance Schedule 
Annual Cheer Competition: Saturday, May 16th 3pm 
Go Mountain Lions! 
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