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Message from Parent 

Nate Mack Elementary Newsletter 

A Message from the Administration 

Happy New Year! We are excited to kick off our Be Kind initiative for 2015, and we did 

so by making a school-wide resolution to Be Kind-er, at school and wherever we go. 

Students will be recognized for their kind acts with special wristbands, Mack Money store 

vouchers, and our new T-shirts. Congratulations to fifth grader, Kayla Harmon, who 

designed this year’s Nate Mack Be Kind shirt. Our Buddy Bench will be installed at the 

end of this month and will provide a meeting place for friends—old and new—on the 

playground. 

Our school musical this year is right around the corner! Missoula Children’s Theater will 

be working intensely with our students to produce and perform “Rapunzel” during the 

week of January 20-24. If your child is interested in musical theater, please encourage him/

her to audition on Tuesday, January 20 after school. Permission slips went home last week, 

and additional slips are available in the office. 

In February, our students and their families will be learning lots about the team sport of 

Rugby as we host the national rugby team from Brazil. The Brazilian Rugby Team 

members will visit the school and students and their families are also invited to the Parade 

of Nations on Friday, February 13. Additionally, eight Mack students will be in a Parade 

of Students during a school field trip to the rugby tournament on February 14. These 

students will take the field and be on television, wearing replica Brazilian Rugby jerseys. 

We have a bus reserved for 200 students and parents to attend the event and enjoy the 

tournament, so keep your eyes open for more details coming home soon! 

You can see that 2015 is off to an exciting start! Thank you for helping us to make this 

New Year a great one at Nate Mack. 

Mrs. Heavey and Mrs. Epperson 

Nate Mack Elementary School 

Message from the Principal 

http://www.schooldigger.com/go/CO/district/04350/search.aspx
http://www.drhorton.com/
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Early Childhood News 

Welcome back to school!  We hope everyone had a fun and exciting Winter Break.  

We know that 2015 is going to be a great year!  ECSE and KIDS program classes 

have a lot of great things planned for January.  We will be learning about snow, 

snowmen, and hibernation this month.  Our students will be learning about animals 

that get to sleep all winter long!  Here’s to an awesome 2015! 

Mrs. Herrald, Ms. Horne, and Mr. Thomson 

Kinder Corner  

Reading 

Kindergarten students are working hard to 

learn all 50 kinder sight words. Students will 

read fiction and non-fiction stories in reading 

groups. We will use a variety of strategies to 

develop comprehension and decoding skills.  

Writing 

We will continue to write stories with a topic sentence, supporting detailed 

sentences and a concluding sentence.  Students are using a variety of sources to 

research information about non-fiction topics and write stories from what they have 

learned.  

Math 

In math kinder students will begin learning addition and subtraction.  Students will 

use objects and pictures to solve story problems and write number sentences.  We 

will also practice math facts 0-5 to develop fluency.  

Social Studies and Science 

We will be studying the seasons, animals, and the Five Senses. Students will also 

learn about Martin Luther King. Students are also learning and practicing the Nate 

Mack life skills. 

Upcoming Events 

Students are preparing to attend a Smith Center performance of ‘Dinosaur Train’ in 

February.  We look forward to families joining kindergarten teachers for a 

Mackademic Night in February as well. We are off to a wonderful second semester 

in kindergarten at Nate Mack.  

Happy New Year! 

The Kinder Team 

http://www.silverstatecu.com/
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First Grade News 

Currently, first graders are being tested on their reading 
fluency in reading and oral counting, number identification, 
missing number and quantity discrimination in math. 
Discovery Education Tests (an online based assessment) 
will also start in the upcoming week. Therefore, it is 
extremely crucial that your child goes to bed on time and 
has a healthy breakfast before they come to school every 
morning.  
 

February 5th, all the first graders will be going to the Smith Center on a field trip 
to see Dinosaur Train. The cost is $5.00 per student. To participate in the field 
trip, all the first graders “dress up” for this very special event, while keeping the 
CCSD dress code in mind. Also, due to a limited number of chaperones, we will 
choose parents to chaperone on a first come, first served basis. If there are more 
than 3 requests turned in the first day, we will draw names. We are all looking 
forward to attending this wonderful day of arts and culture.  
 

Happy New Year! 
First Grade Team 

Second Grade News 

Second grade is off to a great start in 2015! We are very 

excited about our upcoming field trip to the Smith 

Performing Arts Center to see a professional production 

of Flat Stanley.  All second graders have read a Flat 

Stanley book and are preparing for the upcoming event. 

In math, second graders are continuing to work on addition and subtractions with 

regrouping. We would like to suggest that you begin to practice counting sets of 

coins and making sure your child is able to identify all coins and their values.  

In reading, we have been working on improving our fluency, higher leveled 

comprehension questions, and long vowel spelling patterns.  

Our new science unit is Solids and Liquids. Your child will be investigating 

properties of matter through experimentation and reading.  

Happy New Year! 

Second Grade Team,  

Mrs. Austin 

Mrs. Chumakov 

Mr. Garretson 

Mrs. Musa 

Mrs. Peña 
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Third Grade News 

Happy New Year!  We can’t believe how fast the first half of the school year has 

gone.  Our third graders have been very busy reading novels and taking lots of AR 

quizzes this year.   The goal for third graders is to earn 75 points by the end of the 

school year.  Everyone should be reading for 15-30 minutes each night, so that they 

can reach their AR goal and earn a medal at the end of the year.  The students are 

finishing up their fiction stories and will be starting to write opinion pieces and 

research in the second semester.  Our science focus is the sound unit during the 

winter months and then we will be learning about plants and crayfish during the 

spring.  It is important to continue practicing multiplication facts with your child 

nightly, so that they become fluent with their facts by the end of the year.  At the end 

of January the third graders will be attending the musical The Little Mermaid at 

Green Valley High School.  What a great experience this will be for our students! 

Third Grade Team 

Fourth Grade News 

Fourth grade reading is working on Drama and plays.  The students are enjoying 

reading about the different dramas and are currently working in groups reading 

plays.  Students are also reading nonfiction text to coincide with Science reading. 

In science, we have just finished working with light and energy.  The students did 

many experiments and enjoyed them all.  Students found out that when you put  a 

green light with a blue light and a red light that it becomes white.  This week we are 

focusing on space.  We will be discussing stars, constellations, different types of 

stars and what their color means.  Students will also be required to write a report 

about a constellation and work with a partner to create their constellation. 

In math, the students are multiplying multi digit numbers by using the area model 

and partial product.  Examples are given on line on the Nate Mack website under 4th 

grade, Ms. Hinton, if there are any questions how to multiply using these methods. 

Happy New Year! 

Fourth Grade Team 
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Fifth grade jumped right back into a busy academic week after break. In writing, 

the students worked hard on a mini-research project and completed an essay about 

zoos.  In math, students delved into the hierarchy of quadrilaterals. In social studies 

and reading, students engaged in reviewing the states and capitals, studying the 

events leading to the American Revolution, and learning about the Thirteen 

Colonies. We are looking forward to a new semester and all the adventures it will 

bring.  

Happy New Year to all! 

Fifth Grade Team 

Nate Mack Elementary Newsletter 

Resource Room News 

Welcome back students, and Happy New Year! Students in the resource programs 

will be continuing to work on a combination of their IEP goals and Common Core 

Standards in the New Year. Please note that IEP Progress Reports will be sent home 

with the CCSD Report Card on Friday, January 23, 2015. 

Tips from Primary Resource - Building Math Skills at Home 

1. Working with flashcards is a simple way to help your child practice and review 

their basic math facts; addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division. 

2. Talk about the calendar with your child. Make it exciting by looking forward to 

special days or special events. Have them count down the weeks and days until 

birthdays or see what day of the week a specific holiday will be on this year. 

Talk to your child about how a calendar is used to keep track of time - days, 

weeks, months, years, etc.  

3. You can help your child learn to count money by playing store with them. Use 

real coins and let them be the cashier. See if your child can make change for you 

or show you different sets of coins that equal the same amount.  

Intermediate Resource Info: 

1. Intermediate Resource Homework consists of Scootpad assignments in Math and 

ELA (English Language Arts) and RAZ-Kids (online Reading program). 

Resource students may be assigned all or some of the above depending on IEP 

goals and academic needs. The next set of assignments will be due on 1/22/15. 

Upon the due date, parents are asked to sign student's agenda and sign and return 

the Resource Homework Report. Any questions, please contact Ms. Lopez.   

2. In Resource Reading, we are focusing on Biographies. Parents, ask your child to 

cite some details they have learned about the person we are reading about. 

Please note: The Magnet Schools and CTA Department has extended the application 

deadline to Tuesday, Feb. 3. 2015 at 3 p.m. For more information, or to apply online, 

visit www.magnet.ccsd.net. 

Wishing you and yours a very Happy and Healthy New Year!  Thank you for your 

continued support.  

Mrs. Cowley & Ms. Lopez 
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HOMEWORK SOLUTIONS THAT WORK 
 

Like an actor rehearsing their lines or a batter working on their 
swing, your child does homework to practice what they learn in 

school.  And if they are like most youngsters, homework brings oc-
casional challenges.,  Here are solutions to common problems they might face. 

 
Getting Started  
 When your child gets home from school or after-school care, they might want to relax for a little 
while, or may want to jump right in and work.  Have them try each method for one week and keep track 
of how it goes.  They could write notes in each day’s calendar square.  (“Went great!” or “Hard time 
getting started.”)  After two weeks, he/she can review the notes to see which routine worked best. 
 
Staying Motivated 
 Does your youngster ever feel restless when they’re doing homework?  Suggest that they get up 
and move to a new spot.  For example, he /she might finish their vocabulary assignment at the kitchen 
table and then read their science chapter on the porch.  A planned break (say, to have a snack or take a 
walk) can also give them a second wind.    
 
Solving Problems 
 Help your child make a list of strategies he can  use when he gets stuck,  For a math assignment, 
he might try tools like a number line or find sample problems in his book.  When he’s reading, he could 
look up words in a dictionary or reread a paragraph.  Tip:  If he’s still stumped, he might call a friend or 
write down his question to ask his teacher the next day. 

 

Counse
lor 

NEW
S 

Corn
er
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"Take Note" Music News 

We have special visitors coming next month! The Brazilian Rugby team! So in order to 

welcome them we will be learning about music and dance in Brazil. If your family is 

Brazilian and have music, instruments or dance to share contact me! We are currently 

learning some music to share with our new friends when they visit our school in early 

February! Ask your child what they are learning in music about Bossa Nova Jazz or 

Samba. 

Parents of 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders: 

Recorders will be going on sale starting January 26. We will be using them in class 

starting in February. Please look for the order form either on my website or in paper 

form coming home in the next week.  

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade music classes will be learning to play the recorder, an 

instrument in the woodwind family. To foster the development of hand eye coordination, 

aural skills, and note-reading skills, we use a method called Recorder Karate in which 

the students learn a set repertoire. This has been a Nate Mack favorite and aligns with the 

Clark County School District curriculum.  

The cost of recorders will be $7.00. This covers the cost of recorders, shipping, and 

related musical supplies. I plan to start Recorder Karate beginning in February so please 

get your order in as soon as possible. 

Happy New Year! 

Ms. Minger 

News Flash from the Library 

The next AR Event will be held February 5th and 6th with the students viewing the 

STAR LAB! All points must be finished by Feb. 4th at 2:30! 

The Science Materials Fair will be in the library February 2nd – 6th. We will have 

geodes, microscopes, magnets, Sea Monkeys, mood rings, and much more for sale! 

Cash, Credit Cards and Checks made out to Nate Mack ES will be accepted. 

Happy New Year! 

Mrs. Overlien 
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PE News 

Happy New Year!  Thank you for all 

of your continued efforts and 

participation during PE!  Please 

remember to wear proper shoes on 

your PE days (NO BOOTS!).  In 

January we will be quite busy!  We 

are continuing our Fitness Gram 

testing.  We will also start teaching 

the skills and the game of RUGBY!  

Don’t worry parents, we are playing 

flag style!  Your child will learn the 

proper rules and skills of the game.  

Intermediate grades will be able to 

play scrimmages.  The country we are 

representing through USA Sevens 

Rugby is Brazil!  16 countries will be 

competing for spots in the 2016 

Summer Olympics.  On Saturday, 

February 14, 2015, students are 

invited on a field trip to Sam Boyd 

Stadium to watch real live Rugby 

games! A big shout out goes to the 

Esikia family for bringing this sport to Nate Mack!   Please stay tuned for more 

details.  Field Day is coming up!  Keep an eye out for order forms so you can order 

your PE shirt in time for Field Day! Thanks and keep on running!  
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Nate Mack Recycling Company 

“Where EVERY Day is Earth Day!” 

3rd Grade GATE 

We recycle: 

 plastic bottles 

 aluminum cans 

 newspapers 

 magazines 

 cardboard 

 e-waste (old laptops, cell phones, digital cameras, etc.) 

Open Dailey 

No Glass Please! 

20 recyclables = 1 MM 

Reminder: Please have bags CLEARLY labeled with student’s name and teacher’s 

name to receive class credit and Mack Money. 

N.M.R.C. Recycling Contest 

Congratulations December Winners! 

Pre-K  Mrs. Horne      40 recyclables 

1st Grade Ms. Swank       1,110 recyclables**  

2nd Grade Mrs. Chumlakov     340 recyclables 

3rd Grade Mrs. Haney      320 recyclables 

4th Grade Mrs. Hayden      590 recyclables 

5th Grade Mrs. Marsh      530 recyclables 

** entered into the year-end pizza party drawing! 

Monthly Prizes: 

1st Place 20 MM Class Check 

2nd Place 15 MM Class Check 

3rd Place  10 MM Class Check 

TOP recycling class will earn a year-end class pizza party! 

Total School Recycling to date: 29,430 recyclables! 
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Nate Mack Pony Express 

“The Mail MUST Go Through!” 

4th Grade GATE 

Writing supplies for Sale: 

Envelopes 2MM 

Stationary 2MM 

Pencils  1MM 

Erasers  1&2MM 

Stamps  1MM 

Open Dailey 

Students, teachers, parents, and staff are encouraged to use the Nate Mack Pony 

Express! 

Supplies are on sale at the Nate Mack Pony Express Home Station, located in  

room 38. 

Donations of writing supplies are greatly appreciated! 

The Nate Mack Pony Express Riders working at the Home Station, selling mail 

supplies to customers 

The Nate Mack Pony Express Most Mail Contest 

Congratulations December Winners! 

1st Place Mr. Garretson’s class  124 letters 

2nd Place Mrs. Musa’s class    52 letters 

3rd Place Mrs. Austin’s class    31 letters  

Monthly Prizes: 

1st Place 20 MM Class Check 

2nd Place 15 MM Class Check 

3rd Place  10 MM Class Check 

TOP letter-writing class will earn a year-end class pizza party! 

Total School Mail to date: 1,547 letters 



PAGE 11 JANUARY 2015 Nate Mack Elementary Newsletter 

Mountain Lion Monthly 

“A Paragraph a Day Keeps the Critics Away” 

5th Grade GATE 

Mountain Lion Monthly Editions:  

Back to School Edition ’14  Published! 

Holiday Edition ’14   Published! 

Valentine Edition ’15   February 13th  

Spring Edition ’15   April 24th  

Summer Edition ’15   June 1st  

Would you like to send a Valentine Gram to your sweetie to be published in the 

Valentine Edition? Then purchase your message today for only 2MM. On sale now 

in the Mountain Lion Monthly Newsroom (room 38). DEADLINE for all 

submissions for the Valentine Edition ’15 February 6th 

We are currently looking for sponsors/advertisers for our Valentine Edition ’15. 

Please contact Mrs. Bichsel at PLB428@interact.ccsd.net or (702) 799-7760 ext. 

4088 or a Mountain Lion Monthly staff member. 

Nate Mack Student Council  

Mrs. Bichsel, Mrs. Marsh and Mrs. 

Reifenheiser, Advisors 

Nate Mack Student Council meetings: 

Officers: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

Class Representatives: every 3rd Wednesday 

Nate Mack Student Council’s  

Second Community Service Project a SUCCESS! 

The Annual Holiday Toy Drive 

Over 211 toys were donated! 

15 Nate Mack families enjoyed a wonderful, toy-filled holiday season! 

Thank you all for your generosity! 

December Spirit Week Winners! 

 Jingle Bell Day: Castleberry, Hinton, Haney, Pena/Chumlakov tie, Cooke, 

Giunta/Lederer/Delzeit tie, Thomson   

 Santa Hat Day: Castleberry, Hinton, Haney, Musa, Cooke, Giunta/Lederer, 

Thomson 

 Candy Cane Day: Castleberry, Rozgay-Miller, Juliano, Chumlakov, 

Reifenheiser, Delzeit, Kanwhen  

 Present Day: Castleberry, Hinton, Haney, Austin, Reifenheiser, Giunta/Lederer, 

Kanwhen 

 Reindeer Day: Castleberry, Hinton, Juliano, Austin, Reifenheiser, Giunta/

Lederer, Kanwhen 

Mountain Lion Monthly Edition ’14 in 

newsstands now! 

Don’t forget to pick up your copy today! 

mailto:PLB428@interact.ccsd.net
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GATE Happenings 

Mrs. Bichsel 

www.teacherweb.com/NV/NateMackES/BichselsBrainiacs 

3rd Grade GATE 

Theme: “Our Environment and Me”| 

Unit: “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: The Nate Mack Recycling Company” 

Focus questions: 

1. What might impact our environment, positively or negatively through recycling? 

2. How can individuals in our school community create associations through the 

Nate Mack Recycling Company? 

3. How do technological advancements affect our environment and possibilities for 

the future? 

Carbon Contest: Recycled Bowling! 

4th Grade GATE 

Theme: “Nevada, My Home” 

Unit: “Go West, Young Man” 

Focus questions: 

1. What kinds of changes did pioneers experience over the course of the Oregon 

Trail? 

2. How did the pioneers show interdependence among other pioneers, Native 

Nate Mack Spirit Squad 

Mrs. Bichsel, Cheer Coach 

Mrs. Colbrook, Dance Coach 

2014-2015 Practice Schedule 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, 2:15-3:00pm, MP Room 

2014-2015 Performance Schedule 

GVHS Homecoming Parade  Friday, October 17th     completed 

Harvest Festival   Friday, October 24th     completed 

Nevada Day Parade  Friday, October 31st   canceled 

Glow Run and Carnival  Friday, March 13th    6pm 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade  Saturday, March 14th   10am 

Test Pep Rally   Friday, March 27th   1pm 

Henderson Heritage Parade Saturday, April 25th   10am 

Annual Cheer Competition  Saturday, May 2nd   10am 

Harvest Festival Performance 

Be sure to come on out and support our Nate Mack Spirit Squad! 

We have a FULL roster at this time! If your daughter is interested in joining, you 

can email Mrs. Bichsel at PLB428@interact.ccsd.net for her to be placed on the 

waiting list. 

Go Mountain Lions! 

mailto:PLB428@interact.ccsd.net
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Nevadans, explorers and the environment? 

3. How is the Native Nevadan viewed by the associations they had with the 

pioneers?   

5th Grade GATE  

Theme: “Discovery” 

Unit: “Discover Journalism” 

Focus questions: 

1. How can humor be used to change a person’s political view? 

2. How can a journalist’s view affect the reader and society? 

3. How have changes in media technology affect society positively and/or 

negatively?” 

4. How is society’s knowledge of historical events interdependent on the media? 

Our collaborative book Brain Juice: Mind Mysteries, Cranium Comedies and Other 

Stories is set to be published this month through amazon.com! 

A Look Ahead 

Jan 16 (Fri)  Parent Involvement Day (KIDS & ECSE) 

Jan 18 (Fri)  End of First Semester (89 days) 

Jan 19 (Mon)  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Observed (no school) 

Jan 20 (Tue)  Missoula Tryouts and Rehearsals begin 

Jan 21 (Wed)  Nate Mack Skate Night at Crystal Palace 6:30-9:30 pm 

Jan 22 (Thu)  Mountain Lion of the Month Luncheon 

Jan 23 (Fri)  Report Cards go home 

Jan 24 (Sat)  Missoula Performances 3:00 pm and 5:30 pm performances 

Jan 26 (Mon)  PTO Box Top Drive begins 

Feb 4 (Wed)  PTO Meeting – 2:30 pm & 6:00 pm Portable 4 

Feb 2-6 (M-F)  Science Materials Fair in the library  

Feb 5 (Thu)  “Mack”ademic Night 6-7:30 pm featuring the Star Lab 

Skating Anyone?   

Wednesday, January 21, Nate Mack is sponsoring its monthly 

Family Skate Night at Crystal Palace (4680 Boulder Highway). 

Come anytime from 6:30 to 9:30 pm and enjoy some family 

fun! The price of $6 includes skating, skate rental, and dinner 

(hot dog or pizza with a drink). Hope to see you there! 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a United States federal holiday marking the birthday 

of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  It is observed on the third Monday of January 

each year, which is around the time of King’s date of birth, January 15, 1929.  On 

November 2, 1983, President Ronald Reagan signed a bill making Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day a federal holiday as of January 20, 1986.  Ronald Reagan’s proclama-

tion of the holiday on January 18, 1986, explained the reason for the holiday: “This 

year marks the first observance of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a 

national holiday.  It is a time for rejoicing and reflecting.  We rejoice because, in his 

short life, Dr. King, by his preaching, his example, and his leadership, helped to 

move us closer to the ideals on which America was founded.  He challenged us to 

make real the promise of America as a land of freedom, equality, opportunity, and 

brotherhood.” 

Mountain Lion of the Month 

We would like to acknowledge our December Mountain Lion of the Month winners.  

Students who exemplify the Life Skills are chosen by their classroom teachers and/or 

peers to represent their class for this monthly incentive.  A shout out to McDonalds 

located on Green Valley Parkway for providing lunches for our monthly winners!  

You can show your appreciation by patronizing this location.  Congratulations to the 

following students for the month of December: 

Mrs. Andersen:  Elizabeth Neumann 

Ms. Delzeit:  Randy Diesburg   

Mrs. Giunta/Lederer:  Janae Peebles 

 
Mrs. Baugh:  Lauryn Galvin   
Mrs. Cooke:  Ashton Webb   
Mrs. Reifenheiser:  Ellery Bartucci   
Mrs. Swank:  Amari Johnson   
Mrs. Swatch:  David Hanna 

 
Mrs. Austin:  Emma Cooke  
Mrs. Chumakov:  Lainey Burda  
Mr. Garretson:  Joshua Berson   
Mrs. Musa:  Leila Philavanh   
Mrs. Peña:  Wyatt McMillian  

 
Mrs. Haney:  Solomon Caldwell    
Ms. Juliano:  Tatiana Hinton   
Mrs. LoBue:  Gabriel Delgado   
Mrs. Wright:  Ariana Moss     

Mr. Hayden:  Samantha Abate    
Mrs. Hinton:  Alexander Brown   
Mrs. Rozgay-Miller:  Joseph Burns  

Mrs. Castleberry:  Jesse Esau 
Mrs. Colbrook:   Yuliana Moss  
Mrs. Marsh:  Terri-Ryan Nakasone
         (Picture not available)  


