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Message from Parent 

Nate Mack Elementary Newsletter 

Message from Administration: 

Happy Holidays!! The cooler weather and holidays have brought a special feeling to our 

campus. Students, families, and teachers are giving their time and resources more than 

ever before. Thanks to the generosity of our Mack Community, we were able to provide 

thirteen food baskets to make Thanksgiving brighter for some of our students and their 

families. In addition, our November Turkey Trot brought in more than $1,500 in donations 

that will support the art, music, PE, library and GATE programs this year. To round out 

2014, we will be holding our traditional Toy Drive. Beginning December 1, we will be 

collecting toys and stocking stuffers for Mack students, so that everyone can experience 

the excitement of the holidays. Please consider shopping with your child to pick out a 

special something to donate to another child, and then have your child bring the donation 

to school on or before December 15. Also, if your family is in need, please contact me 

directly at 702-799-7760 so that we can assist you. 

Our School Performance Plan has been designed this fall to include goals for reading, 

math, and cultural competency. As a staff we will be working on action steps that include 

professional development, instructional and assessment practices, and family involvement. 

It is our goal to partner with all families to ensure that the needs of every Nate Mack 

student are met. If you would like to know more about our School Performance Plan, 

please check out our school website in January, (macksites.weebly.com). 

Missoula Children’s Theater will be visiting our school during the week of January 19-24. 

Their young adult directors will be guiding our students through the process of producing 

the musical version of “Rapunzel.” There will be auditions on January 20 and 

performances will be on January 24.  

 

Nate Mack Elementary School 

Message from the Principal 

Continued 

http://www.schooldigger.com/go/CO/district/04350/search.aspx
http://www.drhorton.com/
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We hope to have 60-80 students of all ages as part of the cast. If you or your 

child would like to be involved, please look for more information coming home 

in January. 

We wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season and we look forward 

to working with you throughout the new year! 

Mrs. Nancy Heavey 

Mrs. Kelly Epperson 

Mountain Lion of the Month 

We would like to acknowledge our November Mountain Lion of the Month 

winners.  Students who exemplify the Life Skills are chosen by their classroom 

teachers and/or peers to represent their class for this monthly incentive.  A shout 

out to McDonalds located on Green Valley Parkway for providing lunches for our 

monthly winners!  You can show your appreciation by patronizing this location.  

Congratulations to the following students for the month of November: 

Mrs. Andersen: Aiden Jimenez   

Ms. Delzeit: Angel Virdi  

Mrs. Giunta/Lederer: Kenidy Clapp 

Mrs. Leggett: Zachary Doolittle 

  

Mrs. Baugh: Leonardo Davis  

Mrs. Cooke: Aaliyah Lopez  

Mrs. Reifenheiser: Caleb Richardson 

Mrs. Swank: Aiden Mosqueda  

Mrs. Swatch: Scarlet Johns 

  

Mrs. Austin: Ava Betancourt  

Mrs. Chumakov: Harley Crosley 

Mr. Garretson: Danyella Rios  

Mrs. Musa: Yassir Padilla  

Mrs. Peña: Ashari Hughes  

Mrs. Haney: Jaylan Spears   

Ms. Juliano: Austin Miranda  

Mrs. LoBue: Matthew McKenzie 

Mrs. Wright: Pamela Smith  

 

Mr. Hayden: Madison Kochersperger 

Mrs. Hinton: Riana Reyes  

Mrs. Rozgay-Miller: Donovan Ellis 

 

Mrs. Castleberry: Lucianna Pahim 

Mrs. Colbrook: Max Morelli  

Mrs. Marsh: Meagan Thomas  

http://www.silverstatecu.com/
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Early Childhood News 

We had a great time at our first ever Early Childhood Family Feast day.  There 

were a lot of great families and great food!  As we move into December, we will 

be learning about Christmas and Hanukkah traditions and festivities.  During the 

week of December 15th, we will be learning about holiday traditions from other 

countries around the world.  Mrs. Herrald will be having her annual “Pajama and 

Pancake Day” with families on December 18th during class times.  Look for a 

letter coming home with more details. 

Have a Holly Jolly December! 

Mrs. Herrald, Ms. Horne, and Mr. Thomson 

Room 20 News 

Where has the year gone? It is almost time for Winter Break.  

Last month we took a wonderful field trip to the Springs Preserve. It was a great 

time to learn more about the land we live in. We also learned about the other 

plants and animals that call this desert valley home. 

We also welcomed JiJi to our class. JiJi helps us with learning different math 

concepts through the ST Math program. Currently we are learning multiplication 

facts.  

Each month our class has a theme which all content is tied to. In November our 

theme was:  Earth and Space Science – Our Changing Weather. We focused on a 

basic understanding of weather conditions and temperatures. December’s theme 

is: History – Holiday Celebrations. We will be focusing on comparing and 

contrasting different holiday celebrations around the world during this time of 

year. The students enjoy activities which cross all content areas while united by a 

central theme. 

Enjoy your winter break! 

Ms. Kanwhen 
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Kindergarten News 

December is another shortened month for us here at Mack, but will sure be a fun 

one! Be sure to mark on your calendars our kindergarten program on December 19th 

at 8:15 am in the multipurpose room. You may drop off your child and head straight 

in to grab a seat immediately that Friday!  

Here are some topics in the classroom we will be focusing on in the month of 

December:  

Language Arts and Writing:  

We are continuing to become even more independent writers by using writer’s 

workshop and focusing on specific topics and adding descriptive details to our 

sentences. You can continue to help at home by encouraging your child to clearly 

articulate what they want to write before they begin writing, and have them sound 

out the words that they want to spell, rather than spelling for them. They may be 

already spelling simple (CVC-consonant vowel consonant) words (Ex. cat or pet). 

Spelling words just how they sound is still appropriate for this time in kindergarten 

(Ex. “pla” instead of “play”).  We will continue to focus on new letters and sight 

words weekly.  

Math:  

Kindergarten is working on comparing numbers (greater/more, fewer/less and equal) 

in math as well as composing one number using (2) different numbers. 

Science/Social Studies:  

In Social studies, we will be learning about Holidays and traditions around the world. 

In Science, we will continue to focus on seasonal changes and patterns in the 

environment as well health and wellness. 

Reading:  

Wow, our kinder kids are really starting to read, read, read!  We will continue to 

work hard in small reading groups to sound out words using several reading 

strategies as well as seek out and say the sight words in texts. We will continue to 

learn how to understand the meaning of what we are reading or listening to in whole 

group instruction. Students will continue to be asked who the characters are, where 

the story takes place, what is the plot etc. We will also be comparing stories more 

(Ex. The Gingerbread Man has several similar stories). 

Thank you for supporting our Kindergarten classes each day! We ask that each 

parent/guardian review their child’s homework with them and check for important 

notes that go home in their homework folders. In addition, our class websites are 

constantly being updated so be sure to check back often for important information!  

Kindergarten Team 

Mrs. Andersen 

Mrs. Delzeit 

Mrs. Giunta 

Mrs. Lederer 

Mrs. Leggett 
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We would like to thank everyone who attended our Thanksgiving program.  

The students were so excited to see their loved ones in the audience. 

 We have a very short three weeks before we all go off to winter break. The first 

grade team asks that parents continue reading to your child during the winter break 

and encourage them to read to you.  

 We just finished our social studies unit on how life was long ago. The students had 

a blast at the Clark County Museum. Our next social studies unit will focus on 

economics, which has students identifying a producer, a consumer, and analyzing 

ways people earn money.  

We have entered a new Module in our Engage New York Math Curriculum. 

Students will learn place value and be able to add and subtract within 20.  

First graders will also study holidays around the world during this holiday season. 

Students will also participate in holiday rotations instead of a holiday party on 

Friday December 19th.  

As part of our English Language Arts standards, we will be focusing on retelling 

stories with lots of detail. Practice at home with your child on retelling a story that 

you two just read.  

In writing, we are learning transitional words. The students will practice with 

writing directions on how to make hot cocoa and wrap a present using the 

transitional words, first, second, and third.  

The first grade team wishes you a happy and safe winter break.   

Mrs. Baugh 

Mrs. Cooke 

Mrs. Reifenheiser 

Ms. Swank 

Mrs. Swatch 

Nate Mack Elementary Newsletter 
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Third Grade News 

Third grade had a great time on our Springs Preserve field trip. We learned all about the 

valley’s vibrant history through interactive science and nature exhibits. Thank you to all 

the parent volunteers that came with us!  

The third graders have been working hard in math; we have been focused on rounding to 

the nearest ten and hundred. We have also been working on two and three digit addition 

and subtraction using the standard algorithm. We are all practicing for our big unit test!  

In writing we have started studying our fiction unit. During the next six weeks, students 

explore fiction writing and they will draft, revise, and publish their own stories.  We are 

excited to start brainstorming all of our fiction ideas.  

In reading we are working on point of view, using context clues as well as parts of 

stories, poems, and dramas. Third graders are also looking forward to begin structures of 

life in science.  

We hope that you all have a wonderful and safe winter break!  

Third Grade Team,  

Mrs. LoBue 

Ms. Juliano 

Mrs. Haney 

Mrs.Wright  

Second Grade News 

Currently, second graders are working on persuasive letters to Santa.  We are 

reviewing the parts of a friendly letter, brainstorming, writing drafts, revising, editing, 

publishing, and sharing our letters. 

In math, we are continuing to apply our place value concepts to adding and 

subtracting with regrouping. 

Second grade is still focusing on strategies for locating and using key details in both 

fiction and nonfiction text.  They have been practicing their new skills in various 

ways and with various texts such as Scholastic News articles. 

In science, we have just finished our unit on weather, which included learning about 

the atmosphere, clouds, and water cycle. 

If you have any questions about what your second grader is doing this month, please 

contact their teacher. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs. Austin 

Mrs. Chumakov 

Mr. Garretson 

Mrs. Musa 

Mrs. Peña 
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Fifth Grade News 

This fifth grade year is flying by, and the holiday season is rapidly approaching. Fifth 

grade just completed a very successful Cookie Dough fundraiser. Thank you for all your 

support, Nate Mack Families!  

Parent-Teacher conferences will begin the first week of December for fifth grade 

families. If you haven't made an appointment for a conference, please do so using the 

fifth grade website. 

Fifth grade writers just completed their fictional narratives, and they are now working 

hard on opinion essays. They have lots to say about whether or not we should be playing 

video games, and they are looking forward to the next essay when they will get to choose 

their topic. 

In reading, students have been working on the very difficult skill of identifying theme. In 

social studies, they've been studying American History. 

In math, students are continuing to master the fifth grade standards in Numbers & Base 

Ten. 

Have a safe and happy holiday season! 

Mrs. Castleberry 

Mrs. Colbrook 

Mrs. Marsh 

Fourth Grade News 

In our book clubs, we have been continuing discussing initiating conflict, climax and 

resolution as part of plot. Students are reading to the end of the book so we can 

discuss it. We will be talking about theme as well. We will read several more books 

in book clubs and students will be in different groups. We will be able to complete 

reading and projects at a much faster rate now that students understand what is 

expected in 4th grade reading. 

In science, we are discussing the three states of matter.  The students took Cornell 

notes in their Science Journals as well as drew pictures of the experiment we did in 

class. The students took a quiz last Friday on the three states of matter and did very 

well.  We are now writing an expository piece on what they learned about solids, 

liquids, and gases.   

In math, the students continue to work with place values and rounding.  The students 

have a better grasp of the concepts we have been working on in the classroom as they 

created a place value cup project which shows the ones, thousands, and millions place 

value. 

Have a safe and happy Holiday season! 

Mr. Hayden 

Mrs. Hinton 

Mrs. Rozgay-Miller 
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Resource Room News 

The Primary and Intermediate Resource teachers would like to encourage their 

students to read daily, including on weekends and over holiday breaks. Students in 

the resource programs continue to work on a combination of their IEP goals and 

Common Core Standards.  

Tips from Primary Resource:  

When reading with your child, be sure to ask lots of questions about what they've 

read. Have your child talk to you about the characters, main idea, problem, solution, 

moral/lesson, and setting. Making predictions while reading and retelling the story 

also help to strengthen comprehension.  

Pick Good Fit Books! 

A book that is a good fit for your child should meet the following requirements: 

 purpose for reading 

 interest 

 they can understand what they are reading 

  they can retell the story 

 they know most of the words 

Intermediate Resource 

Parents:   

You can view your child's progress and completion of Resource homework directly 

with RAZ-Kids and ScootPad. For more information on how to do this, please email 

Ms. Lopez at trlopez@interact.ccsd.net. Thank you for your support! 

During the cold and flu season, the resource programs would like to remind parents 

that we will happily accept donations of tissues, hand sanitizer, and hand wipes. 

Thank you! 

Have a wonderful winter break! We look forward to seeing our students in 2015! 

Mrs. Cowley 

Ms. Lopez 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Love…The Greatest Gift 

A daisy represents the feelings many children have whose parents operate in 

performance-based love.  When the child performs correctly, the child is praised, 

hugged, etc., a petal from the daisy is picked… the child thinks, “He loves me”.  

When the child performs improperly, the parent expresses disappointment, another 

petal is picked.. ”He loves me not”. Love should not be withheld because a child has 

misbehaved or disappointed the parent. The child needs to experience unconditional 

love.  Share and express love verbally and non-verbally with the child.  “Love is 

patient, love is kind…is not easily provoked…”  The parent should say, “Regardless 

of what you do, I will always love you.  I may not approve of your actions, but I’ll 

always love you.”  What a parent says or does can have an impact on the child’s 

feelings of security and performance at school therefore, it is important to instill love, 

affection, and acceptance within the child. The greatest gift a parent can give is love. 

PE News 

Brrrrrr!  It’s COLD outside!  Please make sure that your child brings a jacket each 

time they come to PE!  Even though it is chilly outside, we are still up and active 

during the winter!   Also, remind your child to wear proper shoes to PE.  Please 

refrain from wearing boots of anykind, flip flops, wedged heels, sandals, shoes with 

straps, opened toed/opened heeled.   Water bottles can still be purchased daily for .50 

cents each.  We also have a very limited stock of PE shirts still for sale.  Another PE 

shirt order will be placed in February to get ready for Field Day in March.  Stay 

tuned for more details! 

A Look Ahead 

Dec. 1-5  Inclusive Schools Week 

Dec. 3 (Wed)  PTO Meeting – 2:30 Library 

Dec. 12 (Fri)  Shop with Santa/PTO Parent Night Out 

Dec. 17 (Wed)  Crystal Palace Skating Night  

Dec. 19 (Fri)  Kinder Program 8:15 am 

Dec. 19 (Fri)  Holiday Sing-A-Long 

Dec. 20-Jan. 4  Winter Break 

Jan. 5 (Mon)  Classes Resume 

Skating Anyone? 

Wednesday, December 17, Nate Mack is sponsoring its monthly Family Skate 

Night at Crystal Palace (4680 Boulder Highway). Come anytime from 6:30 to 

9:30 pm and enjoy some family fun! The price of $6 includes skating, skate rental, 

and dinner (hot dog or pizza with a drink). Hope to see you there! 
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Turkey Trot Results 

Thank you to everyone that donated to help the specialist raise money for school 

supplies!  It was a great day with great weather and great fun!   

Highest Donations   Amount   Prize 

Elizabeth Neumann   $100    Frozen Turkey 

Caleb Richardson   $80    Frozen Turkey 

Markus Avalas    $50    PE Shirt 

Arshvir Kaur    $50    Jump Rope 

Riley Collins    $50    Jump Rope 

Thank you to all of the families and Nate Mack Staff for all of your continued support!!  Gobble 

Gobble! 
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Nate Mack Recycling Company 

“Where EVERY Day is Earth Day!” 

3rd Grade GATE 

We recycle: 

 plastic bottles 

 aluminum cans 

 newspapers 

 magazines 

 cardboard 

 e-waste (old laptops, cell phones, digital cameras, etc.) 

Open Dailey 

No Glass Please! 

20 recyclables = 1 MM 

Reminder: Please have bags CLEARLY labeled with student’s name and teacher’s 

name to receive class credit and Mack Money. 

N.M.R.C. Recycling Contest 

Congratulations November Winners! 

Pre-K  Mr. Thomson    100 recyclables 

Kinder  Mrs. Giunta/Lederer   1,040 recyclables** 

1st Grade Ms. Swank     1,320 recyclables**  

2nd Grade Mrs. Austin                670 recyclables 

3rd Grade Mrs. Haney    695 recyclables 

4th Grade Mrs. Hinton    1,540 recyclables** 

5th Grade Mrs. Marsh    470 recyclables 

Spec. Ed. Ms. Kanwhen        200 recyclables 
Entered into the year-end pizza party drawing! 

Monthly Prizes: 

1st Place   20 MM Class Check 

2nd Place   15 MM Class Check 

3rd Place   10 MM Class Check 

TOP recycling class will earn a year-end class pizza party! 

Total School Recycling to date: 26,236 recyclables! 
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Nate Mack Pony Express 

“The Mail MUST Go Through!” 

4th Grade GATE 

Writing supplies for Sale: 

Envelopes 2MM 

Stationary 2MM 

Pencils  1MM 

Erasers  1&2MM 

Stamps  1MM 

Open Dailey 

Students, teachers, parents, and staff are encouraged to use the Nate Mack Pony 

Express! 

Supplies are on sale at the Nate Mack Pony Express Home Station, located in  

room 38. 

Donations of writing supplies are greatly appreciated! 

The Nate Mack Pony Express Riders working at the Home Station, selling mail 

supplies to customers 

The Nate Mack Pony Express Most Mail Contest 

Congratulations November Winners! 

1st Place Mr. Garretson’s class  157 letters 

2nd Place Mrs. Austin’s class    83 letters 

3rd Place Mrs. Musa’s class    56 letters  

Monthly Prizes: 

1st Place 20 MM Class Check 

2nd Place 15 MM Class Check 

3rd Place  10 MM Class Check 

Top letter-writing class will earn a year-end class pizza party! 

Total School Mail to date: 1,309 letters 
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Mountain Lion Monthly 

5th Grade GATE 

Mountain Lion Monthly Editions:  

Back to School Edition ’14  Published! 

Holiday Edition ’14   December 19th  

Valentine Edition ’15   February 13th  

Spring Edition ’15   April 24th  

Summer Edition ’15   June 1st  

Deadline for the Holiday Edition ’14: December 12th  

We are currently looking for sponsors/advertisers for our Holiday Edition ’14. Please 

contact Mrs. Bichsel at PLB428@interact.ccsd.net or (702) 799-7760 ext. 4088 or a 

Mountain Lion Monthly staff member. 

Nate Mack Student Council  

Mrs. Bichsel, Mrs. Marsh and Mrs. 

Reifenheiser, Advisors 

Nate Mack Student Council meetings: 

Officers: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

Class Representatives: every 3rd Wednesday 

Nate Mack Student Council’s  

First Community Service Project a Success! 

The Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 354 canned food items were donated! 13 Nate 

Mack families had a wonderful food-filled Thanksgiving! Thank You All for your 

generosity! 

Mountain Lion Monthly Back to School 

Edition ’14 in newsstands now!| 

Don’t forget to pick up your copy today! 

Nate Mack Spirit Squad 

Mrs. Bichsel, Cheer Coach 

Mrs. Colbrook, Dance Coach 

2014-2015 Practice Schedule 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, 2:15-3:00pm, MP Room 

2014-2015 Performance Schedule 

GVHS Homecoming Parade  Friday, October 17th     completed 

Harvest Festival   Friday, October 24th     completed 

Nevada Day Parade  Friday, October 31st   canceled 

Glow Run and Carnival  Friday, March 13th    6pm 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade  Saturday, March 14th   10am 

Test Pep Rally   Friday, March 27th   1pm 

Henderson Heritage Parade Saturday, April 25th   10am 

Annual Cheer Competition  Saturday, May 2nd   10am 

Harvest Festival Performance 

Be sure to come on out and support our Nate Mack Spirit Squad! 

We have a FULL roster at this time! If your daughter is interested in joining, you 

can email Mrs. Bichsel at PLB428@interact.ccsd.net for her to be placed on the 

waiting list. 

Go Mountain Lions! 

mailto:PLB428@interact.ccsd.net
mailto:PLB428@interact.ccsd.net
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GATE Happenings 

Mrs. Bichsel 

www.teacherweb.com/NV/NateMackES/BichselsBrainiacs 

3rd Grade GATE 

Theme: “Our Environment and Me”| 

Unit: “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: The Nate 

Mack Recycling Company” 

Focus questions: 

1. What might impact our environment, positively or negatively through recycling? 

2. How can individuals in our school community create associations through the 

Nate Mack Recycling Company? 

3. How do technological advancements affect our environment and possibilities for 

the future? 

Carbon Contest: Recycled Bowling! 

4th Grade GATE 

Theme: “Nevada, My Home” 

Unit: “Go West, Young Man” 

Focus questions: 

1. What kinds of changes did pioneers experience over the course of the Oregon 

Trail? 

2. How did the pioneers show interdependence among other pioneers, Native 

Nevadans, explorers and the environment? 

3. How is the Native Nevadan viewed by the associations they had with the 

pioneers?   

5th Grade GATE  

Theme: “Discovery” 

Unit: “Discover Journalism” 

Focus questions: 

1. How can humor be used to change a person’s political view? 

2. How can a journalist’s view affect the reader and society? 

3. How have changes in media technology affect society positively and/or 

negatively?” 

4. How is society’s knowledge of historical events interdependent on the media? 
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Inclusive Schools Week  

Inclusive Schools Week is an annual event 

sponsored by the Inclusive Schools 

Network (ISN) and Stetson & 

Associates, Inc., which is held each year 

during the first week in December. Since 

its inception in 2001, Inclusive Schools 

Week has celebrated the progress that schools have made in providing a supportive 

and quality education to an increasingly diverse student population, including 

students who are marginalized due to disability, gender, socio-economic status, 

cultural heritage, language preference and other factors. The week also provides an 

important opportunity for educators, students and parents to discuss what else needs 

to be done in order to ensure that their schools continue to improve their ability to 

successfully educate all children. 

http://stetsonassociates.com/
http://stetsonassociates.com/
http://inclusiveschools.org/events/month/
http://inclusiveschools.org/events/month/
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Shop With Santa/Parent Night Out 

Parents – Mark your calendars for Friday, December 12, from 5-9 pm 

for an opportunity to do some last minute shopping.  PTO is 

sponsoring their 2nd annual Parent Night Out.  For only $20/child or 

$30/family, you can drop your child(ren) off at the Nate Mack MPR 

and they will be engaged in some fun Holiday activities. Prices at the 

door will be the same. Children must be Nack Mack students only.  Any questions, 

please contact PTO at natemackpto@gmail.com  Registration forms will be going 

home this week or pick up registration forms in the front office  

PTO is also sponsoring their annual Shop with Santa during the week of December 

15-18 in the MPR after school from 2:15-2:45 pm.  They will not be open on Friday 

the 19th as there are many programs and events scheduled for that day.  Items will be 

priced around $1 each so students should be able to purchase gifts for family 

members.   

Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up Reminders 

Due to recent circumstances at one our CCSD elementary schools, Clark County 

School District police and Henderson police have advised us that they will be 

ticketing drivers who are not obeying traffic rules around schools and school zones.  

They will be more present as their duties allow to keep an eye on traffic.  We would 

remind drivers to follow ALL rules regarding auto/pedestrian travel including: 

 NO U-Turns on streets around the school  

 REMAIN stopped until the crossing guard is across the street and has lowered 

his/her sign  

 NOT allowing your child(ren) to unload into traffic  

 NO parking in red zones 

 NO double parking 

 OBEY posted speed limits during school hours 

 REMAIN calm and courteous towards other drivers/pedestrians 

Join Us for a Holiday Sing-a-long! 

December 19th in the multi-purpose room 

Grades 2, 3, 4, & Pre-K will be at 9:30 am 

Grades K, 1, 5, & Autism classes will be at 1:30 pm 

Families of students are invited to attend and sing along 

mailto:natemackpto@gmail.com

